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Introduction:

There are several constraints to the creation of
livelihood opportunities in remote, backward, rural
areas. The problems are not only inadequate
infrastructure like unreliable power, lack of energy
security, absence of a transportation mechanism,
distance from and poor connectivity to markets, but
also the level of awareness and empowerment of a
community living in adverse circumstances in
remote inaccessible areas. Rural women face
additional challenges especially when they engage
themselves in an economic activity.

TIDE has evolved several innovative livelihood
options for women in rural areas. Household level
cashew processing is one such livelihood option in
cashew growing regions.

Cashew is a major plantation crop in Kasargod
district of Kerala. However there are limited cashew
based income generation options in the district.
TIDE identified and initiated household processing
of cashew as a promising enterprise for the
neighbourhood/ Self help groups (NHG/SHG) of the
region.




TIDE's Approach and Strategy

TIDE has adopted a gender sensitive, demand
driven approach using a non-subsidy based
entrepreneurial model for livelihood creation.

Strategy

The strategy for livelihood creation was a
combination of awareness creation, participatory
technology development, technology,
demonstration, training, trial production, market
development and access toinstitutional finance.

Achievements

o Representatives of women's groups go on an
exploratory visit to coastal Maharashtra to
interact with women's groups engaged in
household level cashew making.

o [TIDE identifies women's groups for training and
enterprise building, and sets up a training center
forcashew processingin Pallikere panchayat.

o DBiomass dryers using locally available biomass
introduced to replace electrical dryers.

e Local panchayat and Kudumbashree extend
support to the activity and offers marketing
inkages. Cashew produced by women's groups

sold in the India International Trade Fair in New
Delhi.

o Pallikere panchayat decides to initiate a cashew
clusterin the panchayat.

¢ Banks start offering loans to women's groups for
household level cashew processing

e A training manual and a film on the activity is
prepared












